HOMECOMING – AIMED AT THE STUDENT

1. It is only a short year – make the most of it.

2. It must come to an end sometime – plan your homecoming with the same care as planning the initial departure.

3. You will have been spoilt by everyone – the centre of attention.

4. In many ways, you have been on your own, and become very independent.

5. You will make so many new friends – it will be hard to leave them.

6. You will have strong ties with your Host Families, who have accepted you into their home and treated you as one of their own.

7. Possibly you will be torn between leaving your new home and returning to your own family.

8. Once you begin your return flight, it starts to feel better.

9. Let your family make a fuss over you when you return – they have been storing up twelve months worth of love for you and it all bubbles out very quickly.

10. Try not to show your family how you are missing your old Hosts.

11. Give your old friends time to re-assess you – don’t bore them with endless talk about your trip, let them tell you what they have been doing also.

12. Don’t bore parents and friends with continuous stories – let them ask questions of you.

13. Don’t display impatience when you answer the same question hundreds of times.

14. Give yourself time to re-assess the old surroundings – it will take some months – it could take up to one year.

15. Make definite plans for your future before coming home.
