HOMECOMING – AIMED AT THE PARENTS

1. The children you farewelled will return changed and mature young adults.

2. They could have an accent in their speech.

3. They may fear that YOU have changed.

4. Don’t redecorate their room while they are away – let them come home to the old familiar surroundings, this helps settling in.

5. Expect homesickness for their Host Country and Friends.

6. Be prepared for them to take a while to settle down.

7. Accept that your children are now more independent.

8. Be aware that there is little you can do to help them settle down – it just takes time and lots of understanding.

9. Let them talk out their problems with you.

10. Give them time to wind down, but realise that your child has changed and is wiser for the Youth Exchange experience.

A special request to parents –

PLEASE!   PLEASE!   PLEASE!  If you decide to visit, Do NOT make plans to visit him/her within the first eight months.
We quite understand that you are bursting with care and curiosity to see their host country, to meet the friends and families you have read about and to share a short period with him/her again.  However, all our experience points to the fact that if you do go and particularly early in the year, when he/she is still settling down, making friends, getting to know the language and having occasional bouts of acute homesickness, your visit will have a de-stabilising effect which may just ’’break the camel’s back”. 

If you wait until about September/October to visit, the student knows the language and the country, has made plenty of friends and is quite at home.  He/she will then be delighted to show you around ‘my town’, interpret for you, and make you feel at home in ‘my country’.

Although it is harder on you, it is so much more satisfactory for the student.  Learning self-discipline, gaining self-confidence, and overcoming all difficulties largely by their own efforts, are part of the aims of the program.  

Obviously, we cannot stop you visiting at all of if you really must go earlier – all we can do is ask you to think firstly of what is best for the student, and act accordingly
