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 Student educational and adventure camping safari     3rd to  26th May 2010
DAY 2: 3rd May

(BLD)

This morning we collect students from 9550 and head South to Airlie Beach. We see lush green scenery through Ayr and Bowen before arriving at the Whitsunday Passage.  We collect students from 9570 and 9630 at the airport (5.45pm) before heading to camp and getting to know all our new travelling companions.
AIRLIE BEACH
DAY 3: 4th May


(BLD)

Join Ocean Rafting today as we explore on powered boats. Spend the day visiting the idyllic Whitsunday passage with Ocean Rafting.  The raft visits islands within the Whitsundays. Eco guides explain the impact of the modern world on this beautiful wilderness and water surrounds.  Relax on the world famous Whitehaven Beach, snorkel away from the crowds at Border Islands pristine reefs and explore the sacred Aboriginal caves at Nara Inlet and Lookout. 
   AIRLIE BEACH
DAY 4: 5th May


        (BLD)

Fields of sugarcane flank the road from Mackay, site of the world's largest sugar handling facility. Now the land becomes more suited to grazing. The sight of the Tropic of Capricorn marker signals that we are passing through Rockhampton, the beef capital of Australia. Bruce Highway takes us through Gin Gin and the colonial/federal town of Childers. Once more we are in the temperate zone - and it will soon begin to get cooler! We camp tonight in Raglan, south of Rockhampton in local gun club.  Tonight we enjoy a roast dinner and sleep undercover.


 RAGLAN
DAY 5: 6th May


 (BLD)

Today we continue South, we have left the tropical zone and are now in slightly cooler climes.  We have plenty of rest stops today on our way down to the Sunshine Coast.


 COOLUM
DAY 6: 7th May


      (BD)
We head into the fun capital of Australia today – the Gold Coast.  We visit Dreamworld for a fun filled day of thrills and spills.  Dare you ride the Giant Claw or Ride the Tower of Terror.  After a screamingly good time we head South to Byron Bay, home of the alternative lifestyle.  Relax at camp.
BYRON BAY
DAY 7: 8th May
       (BLD)

This morning we split into groups of 15 and head to the beach.  Qualified instructors will be waiting to take you on the ride of your life.  Board Kayaks and head over the waves. If you are lucky you will see dolphins up close. Please do not attempt to touch them or paddle too close, listen carefully to your instructors as you paddle back to shore after a memorable experience!  There is time this afternoon to explore the town of Byron Bay before heading back to camp in the early evening for dinner.
BYRON BAY

DAY 8: 9th May


        (BLD)

Farewell to Byron Bay, head South again through Coffs Harbour, Port Macquarie and Newcastle before finally arriving early evening into Sydney.  Unpack and settle into camp.



SYDNEY
DAY 9: 10th May


        (BD)

Time to take a sight seeing tour of Sydney, visiting some of the well known landmarks and beaches.  We visit Bondi Beach, where the lifesavers are kept alert on Australia’s busiest beach, then tour the main city of Sydney.  See the Opera House, Harbour Bridge and then enjoy free time searching Paddy’s Market for trinkets to take home.  Time to head back to camp to relax after an enjoyable and educational day.  



SYDNEY
DAY 10: 11th May


       (BLD)

We head down the freeway and head across country to Gundagai, home of the “dog on the tuckerbox”. Relax at camp and catch up on some washing!

GUNDAGAI
DAY 11: 12th May
      (BLD)
This morning we head to the “shopping capital” of Australia – Melbourne.  We stop briefly at Albury and Wangaratta, before arriving into Melbourne in the early afternoon.  Time to unpack and explore the camp ground, before enjoying dinner. 
    MELBOURNE
DAY 12: 13th May

(BD)      

Today you are free to explore Melbourne, ride on one of the free city trams, visit the shops and maybe take a tour of the local art gallery and museums. 
          MELBOURNE
DAY 13: 14th May

(BLD)
Time to head South and join the winding Great Ocean Road, we commence a stunning drive along the Victorian coastline. The Great Ocean Road winds through a scenic route. 1500 ships have been wrecked along this stretch of coast – many without trace. We view The Twelve Apostles - spectacular columns of rock rising out of the sea. It is believed that the sand dunes near Warrnambool, contain a 16th Century Portuguese ship, which ran aground.   Tonight we watch a spectacular sound and light show depicting the history of the “ship wreck coast”.                                                                                                          WARRNAMBOOL

DAY 14: 15th May

(BLD)

Much of today’s travel is through some of the richest volcanic agricultural area in Australia. .  We then head to Naracoorte, our home for tonight.  On arrival we unpack and then enjoy a cave tour.  We sleep tonight in a bunk house in a National Park. 
  NARACOORTE
DAY 15: 16th May
        (BLD) 

Much of today’s travel is through Keith and Murray Bridge. Tonight we will sleep in a Gaol, your friendly hosts will take you on a wonderful ghost tour around the Gaol and regale you with incidents of ghost sightings, haunting and mysterious sounds.  Sleep well! 
GLADSTONE         

DAY 16: 17th May
      

(BLD)
This morning we head North towards the heart of Australia. There are plenty of salt lakes and clay pans to see. Fields of smooth gibbers really do make it appear as though this was the bed of an ancient inland sea. Drive through Woomera, town centre of the famous rocket testing range. At journey's end we explore the town of Coober Pedy, and watch an opal demonstration. Sleep underground tonight.      
 COOBER PEDY
DAY 17: 18th May
        (BLD)                                        

Further North we travel and soon pass the oasis of Marla Bore, there are plenty of lizards, mulga, and saltbush in this area. Just before lunch, we cross into The Northern Territory of Australia near its southernmost settlement – Kulgera. At Erldunda we turn west and run along the Lasseter Highway. By  sunset  we are settled in our bush camp site. To-night, if it is clear, you will see more stars than you have seen for a long, long time.             BUSH CAMP 
DAY 18: 19th May
      

(BLD)
Early rise this morning to view Uluru. You may wish to climb this famous monolith, but the indigenous community prefers that you do not.  You can discover the Base Walk if you wish and see many rock art paintings.  You can also take a tour of the Cultural Centre before enjoying a tour of Kata Tjuta, some say more brooding than Uluru.


 YULARA 
DAY 19: 20th May
       (BLD)
Farewell Uluru and follow the Lasseter Highway to Curtin Springs. Head for Kings Creek Station and set up camp. From there we proceed to Kings Canyon which was used as a spectacular natural back drop in "Priscilla Queen of the Desert". The sheer walls of the Canyon rise up 270 metres, making it the deepest gorge in Central Australia. The more adventurous may like to walk to the rim of the Canyon, which offers spectacular views over the 'Lost City' and 'Garden of Eden'. 
KINGS CREEK 

DAY 20: 21st May        

         (BLD)
We make our way into Alice Springs today, enjoy a short ride on a camel the “ship of the desert”.  Did you know that Australia is the largest exporter of Camels in the World? We now head into a town like Alice. Settle in to camp as you now have free time to relax, catch up on some washing or write to your friends back home about your adventure so far.   This evening we make a spectacular musical and visual journey through Australia’s ancient landforms and culture at Andrew Langford’s ‘Sounds of Starlight’ theatre.  A spellbinding music and visual journey. The show is rich with photographic images and special effects. 
ALICE SPRINGS
DAY 21: 22nd May
        (BD)
Our sightseeing of Alice Springs starts with a visit to the look-out on top of Anzac Hill which offers an all round view of the town. See the vast spread of the MacDonnell Ranges, the Heavitree Gap, Todd River and the surrounding desert landscape. This morning we drive around Alice Springs and see its major landmarks before visiting  Australia's unique School of the Air - the world’s largest classroom.  We then visit the Reptile Centre where you can see Thorny Devils, frill neck lizards,  large pythons up close and personal. You will have the opportunity to have your photo taken with large snakes wrapped around your neck.   Lunch is at own expense today.  There is free time to explore the town, catch up on some washing or just relax around the camp.
ALICE SPRINGS 

DAY 22: 23rd May
        (BLD)
This morning, after crossing the Tropic of Capricorn, we officially enter the tropics - feeling any warmer? The Stuart Highway takes us past the geographical centre of Australia, Central Mount Stuart, named after an intrepid Scotsman, John MacDouall Stuart, who crossed the continent on his third attempt!  More aboriginal lore to observe at the Eggs of the Rainbow Serpent - otherwise known as The Devil's Marbles.  We camp tonight at Barkley.  BARKLEY
DAY 23: 24th May
        (BLD)
Continue on the Barkly Highway and resume our drive easterly  across the Barkly Tablelands. Camooweal, is just across the Queensland border, a reminder of the days when the huge herds of cattle were assembled here on the drives to and from the Kimberleys.  We pass through Mt Isa, and finally arrive at our home tonight.
CLONCURRY



     
DAY 24: 25th May
        (BLD)
The day's travel takes us across the Channel Country, an "either wet or dry" area which becomes an inland sea after the summer rain. Hundreds of millions of years ago, Hughenden was a dinosaur playground. Even to-day, scientists still search the area for remains. We turn North again and arrive late afternoon into Townsville.   Time to say farewell to the students from 9550.                                   
TOWNSVILLE
DAY 25: 26th May
        (B)
Early rise, say farewell to 9630 at the airport, our coach will take students from 9570 home, dropping off at Bowen, Mackay and Rockhampton.                            HOME SWEET HOME
CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL

PLEASE NOTE: The operators, Terra Australis Tours P/L (Lic No 2TA 003555) - hereafter called "The Operator" - have made every endeavour to ensure that all details herein are correct, but as they rely upon information supplied by providers of various services, they do not accept any responsibility for inaccuracy or misdescription.   The Operator reserves the right to amend the itinerary at  any time for any reason. This journey crosses parts of Australia where road, weather and other conditions beyond their control can change without warning. The Coach Captain has the sole right to amend itineraries en route in the interest of passenger comfort and safety of the vehicle for whatever reason, without allowance for refund. Extra costs, if any, resulting therefrom or from any delay or cancellation  are payable by the passenger.  No passenger will be permitted to continue on the tour while their mental or physical condition is, in the opinion of any representative of the Company, such as to render them incapable of caring for themselves or becoming a hazard to other passengers. The Operator will not be responsible for expenses resulting in such person being excluded from completing the journey for any reason. The price quoted in this brochure has been calculated on fuel prices and other tour related tariffs applicable at 1st August 2009 for the period of travel. The Operator reserves the right to increase the price printed on this brochure to cover any significant increase in fuel costs or other related tours tariffs. Passengers are reminded that this is a condition of travel and that any alteration will be notified as soon as possible. The price also includes admissions and meals as indicated in itinerary. Meals code: B = breakfast; L = lunch; and D = dinner.   The Operator may use chartered coaches for which they are not responsible in any way whatsoever. The chartered coaches are of similar standard to those operated by Terra Australis Tours P/L. All baggage is carried at "owner's risk" during the tour and passengers are STRONGLY ADVISED against leaving articles aboard carriers and conveyances while sightseeing.   The Operator reserves the right to cancel the tour.  In case of cancellation by the operator ALL monies will be refunded. 

Cancellation Policy

35 days and over
$500

34 to 21 days
40% of the full fare

20 to 7 days
60% of the full fare

6 to 1 days
80%o of the full fare

no refunds made for cancellation on or after the date of departure

We strongly recommend you purchase travel insurance prior to your Safari.

Operated by Terra Australis Tours Pty Ltd Licence no 2TA003555 ABN 76 002 392 814









